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Overview 

1) Brief history of sustainable development + 

environmental justice (EJ); 

 

2) Relationship between 2030 agenda for Sustainable 

Development + environmental justice; 

 

3) Nexus between environmental justice and the 

climate crisis. 



1) Brief history - Earth Day (1970) 



1) Brief history - environmental 

movement in the US 
1) 1900s – Sierra Club/U.S. National Park system; 

 

2) 1960s-1970s – lawyers/major federal environmental 

statutes; 

 

3) 1970s-until now – community-based/health/pollution. 

 



1) Brief history: Texas Southern 

University Riot 16-17 May 1967 
• Clash between demonstrators sit-in at a garbage dump & 

Houston police; 

• Triggered by drowning of 8-year old Victor George May 8th 

1967 in Houston Holme‟s Road Dump; 

• City placed dumps in segregated communities and most 

land fills in African American neighborhoods; 

• Protested at entrance of dump hoping to close it down; 

• Police barricaded dorms and gunfire was exchanged; 

• 500 students arrested; 

• 3,000-5,000 rounds of ammunition fired into dorms by 

police (students shared one .22 caliber pistol). 

 



1) Brief history – 1982 Warren 

County 



1) Brief history – UCC reports 
Race is a major factor in the presence of 

hazardous waste in residential 

communities in the US; 

Communities with highest number of 

hazardous waste facilities had highest 

composition of racial and ethnic 

residents (38% v 12% in communities 

without facilities); 

3 out of 5 largest hazardous waste 

landfills (=40% of total landfill capacity 

nationally) located in predominantly 

Black or Hispanic neighborhoods; 

 

 





Definition of ‘environmental justice’ 

• „the fair treatment and meaningful 

involvement of all people 

regardless of race, color, national 

origin, or income with respect to 

the development, implementation 

and enforcement of 

environmental laws, regulations 

and policies……‟ 



1) Brief history 

Means that no group of people, 

including racial, ethnic, or 

socioeconomic groups should bear a 

disproportionate share of the negative 

environmental consequences resulting 

from industrial, municipal and 

commercial operations or the execution 

of federal, state and local and tribal 

environmental programs and policies. 

 



1) Brief history: First People of Color Environmental 

Leadership Summit, 1991 

WE, THE PEOPLE OF COLOR, gathered together at this 

multinational People of Color Environmental Leadership 

Summit, to begin to build a national and international 

movement of all peoples of color to fight the destruction and 

taking of our lands and communities, do hereby re-establish 

our spiritual interdependence to the sacredness of our Mother 

Earth; to respect and celebrate each of our cultures, 

languages and beliefs about the natural world and our roles in 

healing ourselves; to ensure environmental justice; to 

promote economic alternatives which would contribute to the 

development of environmentally safe livelihoods; and, to 

secure our political, economic and cultural liberation that has 

been denied for over 500 years of colonization and 

oppression, resulting in the poisoning of our communities and 

land and the genocide of our peoples, do affirm and adopt 

these Principles of Environmental Justice: 



1) Brief history 



1) Brief history 



 



1) Brief history 

Sustainable 

development: 

major goal 

integrate 3 major 

pillars of 

development; 

 

These map on to 

environmental 

justice goals. 



1) Brief history – in 1964 Group of 77 

Used United Nations General Assembly to fight 

against rules favouring developed countries under 

Bretton Woods Institutions: 

 

• New International Economic Order (fighting for 

economic decolonization); 

 

• Common but differentiated responsibilities; 

 

• Special and differentiated treatment. 

 



 



 

1) Brief history 1972 Stockholm 

Declaration 
• Principle 21: States have, in accordance with 

the Charter of the United Nations and the 

principles of international law, the sovereign 

right to exploit their own resources 

pursuant to their own environmental 

policies, and the responsibility to ensure 

that activities within their jurisdiction or 

control do not cause damage to the 

environment of other States or of areas 

beyond the limits of national jurisdiction; 

 



1) Brief history: 1987 Brundtland 

Report 
“Sustainable development is the 

kind of development that meets the 

needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own 

needs.” 

 



1) Brief history - 1992 UNCED 
United Nations Conference on Environment and 

Development (UNCED) aka Rio Conference or Earth 

Summit: 

 

• Rio Declaration 1992; 

• Agenda 21; 

• United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC) 1992; 

• Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 1992; 

• Statement of Forest Principles 1992. 

 



1) Brief history: Millennium Development Goals (2000) – to be 

achieved in 2015…. 

 



2) 2030 Global Agenda 

Rio from 20-22 June 2012: 

– Green economy; 

– Institutional framework for SD; 

 

• Launched the process for the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) which would 

build on the Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs); 

• “Post-2015 Development Agenda”;  

• 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

 



 



2) progress of 2030 Global Agenda 
Increasing inequality among and within countries requires urgent attention 

(3/4 of stunted children live in Southern Asia and sub-Saharan Africa);  

 

Extreme poverty is three times higher in rural areas than urban areas;  

 

Levels of carbon dioxide concentrations continued to increase in 2018. Ocean 

acidity is 26% higher than in pre-industrial times and is projected to increase 

by 100% to 150% by 2100 at the current rate of CO2 emissions. 

 

The number of people living in extreme poverty declined from 36% in 1990 to 

8.6% in 2018, but the pace of poverty reduction is starting to decelerate as 

the world struggles to respond to entrenched deprivation, violent conflicts and 

vulnerabilities to natural disasters. 

 

Global hunger has been on the rise after a prolonged decline. 



 



 



 



 



2) 2030 Global Agenda 

Despite high growth in emerging countries, global 

inequality increased since 1980.  

 

The top 1% captured twice as much global 

income growth as bottom 50% (World Inequality 

Report, 2018); 

 

Rates vary significantly within countries/regions; 

 



 



2) 2030 Global Agenda 

Economic growth led to lifestyles in global North 

subsidised by exploitation in global South; 

 

Increased levels of consumption beyond natural 

resources of global North; 

 

Costs of goods did (and do) not reflect negative 

economic and environmental externalities, borne 

largely in global South + by disenfranchised 

communities within global North. 

 



2) 2030 Global Agenda: Ecological Debt 



2) 2030 Global Agenda 



2) 2030 Global Agenda: US, Canada & 

Western Europe 



3) Climate/EJ nexus 

The Paris 

Agreement: agreed 

12 December 

2015; 

 

Almost universal 

ratification at the 

time. 



3) Climate/EJ nexus 

Anthropogenic GHG 

emissions are mainly 

driven by: 

population size, 

economic activity,  

lifestyle,  

energy use,  

land use patterns,  

technology and  

climate policy (IPCC, 

AR5, p. 8). 



 



3) Climate/EJ nexus 

Without additional 

mitigation, global 

mean surface 

temperature is 

projected to 

increase by 3.7 to 

4.8°C over the 

21st century. 



3) Climate/EJ nexus 



3) Climate/EJ nexus 

Climate change will 

have 

disproportionate and 

devastating effect on 

those living in 

poverty (esp. 

extreme poverty); 

 

„Climate apartheid‟ = 

those with wealth will 

pay their way out of 

worst impacts. 

 



3) Climate/EJ nexus 

The poorest 50% of the global population is 

responsible for only 10% of global 

greenhouse gas emissions; 

 

A person in the top 1% (which includes 

most middle class citizens in developed 

countries) is on average responsible for 

175 times more emissions than a person in 

bottom 10%. 

 

Harms vastly 

disproportionate 

to the emissions 

from vulnerable 

constituents. 



 



 



 



3) Climate/EJ nexus 

Adaptation options that reduce the 

vulnerability of human and natural systems 

have many synergies with sustainable 

development, if well managed, such as 

ensuring food and water security, 

reducing disaster risks, improving 

health conditions, maintaining 

ecosystem services and reducing 

poverty and inequality (high confidence) 

(IPCC, 1.5 Special Report).  

 



3) Climate/EJ nexus 

 



 



 



3) Climate/EJ nexus 

Global crash in oil prices; 

 

Means many more 

expensive shale projects 

no longer viable; 

 

Could disincentivize 

investment in renewable 

energy; 

 

 



3) Climate/EJ nexus 



3) Climate/EJ nexus 

A just 

transition 

+ a just 

recovery? 



3) Climate/EJ nexus 

Sustainable 

development 

with an EJ 

lens 



3) Climate/EJ nexus 

Rockström et al., 

Planetary 

Boundaries: 

Exploring the Safe 

Operating Space 

for Humanity 

(2009) 



3) Climate/EJ nexus 

This decade is 

the DECISIVE 

„make or break‟ 

decade to 

address these 

cumulative 

crises. 

 



3) Climate/EJ nexus 

None of us 

are truly 

safe, 

healthy and 

well until all 

of us are. 



Thank you! 

Questions? 


