Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting of March 13, 2010

Sustainable Futures Section

Oregon State Bar

The meeting convened at the offices of Miller Nash in Portland, Oregon at noon.  
Attending: James Kennedy (Chair), Robin Bellanca Seifried (Treasurer), Diane Henkels, Dick Roy, Michelle Slater, Jennifer Gates, Dallas DeLuca (Secretary), Pat Neill, and Rod Wegener (OSB liaison).  Also attending: Barry Woods.

Excused absence: Ellen Grover
1.
Message from the chair:  Jim met with a past President of the New Zealand Bar Association about the SFS and starting a similar Bar section in N.Z.

2.
Minutes from February 12, 2010 Executive Committee meeting:  
(
DH moved to accept February 12 minutes, DR 2nd;unanimously passed Minutes.
3.
Membership – 202 members as of this morning.
(
DR contacted all petition gatherers and is motivating them to contact petition signers; he needs a few more weeks to contact all petition signers.

(
DH suggested that we all contact five petition signers as reminders

(
to include non-attorneys on Exec. Committee, we need to vote to allow non-attorney members on the executive committee..

(
Debate on what non-lawyers to recruit to SFS

(
Decided that we need website first before recruiting members

(
JK will send welcome email to all current members soon

(
Eventual outreach non-lawyers: law students, consultants, law office staff, PSU leadership institute.

4.
Questionnaire – Diane
(
Suggestions for changes

(
Section will sent it with JK’s welcome letter

(
DH to review and resend questionnaire to committee within a week and RBS to put on Survey Monkey.

(
Entire Executive Committee to test Survey Monkey version of questionnaire.

5.
Webpage – Dallas 
(
Dallas to get basic website up with Mission Statement ASAP
(
Upcoming events and upcoming meetings and past committee minutes and materials

(
Also include task force report

(
Anything deadline driven on the site first

6.
Listserve – DD: eventually, this year, OSB will have HTML listserve email capability.
7 & 8.
Newsletter & Section Branding (logo): – Michelle

(
Michelle recruited a graphic designer to come up with ideas for logo and newsletter color scheme, which can be used for website.  

(
All articles due March 19

(
MS will contact OSB for print options.

(
On track to be on time

(
Diane, Dick, Jim and Dallas on editorial board

DH:
Need to educate members.  An ENR “case notes”-like section in each Newsletter, an education tool.  For example, Annex 1 to Brundtland report, which is index of legal principles.  


(
Including links to cases and statutes and rules.


(
But, Newsletter might not be best venue for this education.


(
DH to draft examples after talking to DR.

PN:
First issue should focus on what the Section itself will do.  


(
Highlight examples of attorneys doing this already.  


(
Articles showing why this is important to attorneys.  


(
Appeal to broad cross-section of lawyers. 

JK:
An OSB Bulletin article would reach wide audience to educate about the basics of the section.
9.
Programs – Dick Roy

(
See two handouts from Dick Roy
(
Discussion of planning guidelines for future programs.
(
Discussion of green building trends and potential overlap with other sections and other topics

(
Other topics for future programs: law office practices; environmental justice; and small firm perspective.
10.
Awards Presentation – Dick

(
BOG committee on 3/19

(
Dick will attend

11.
Partners in Sustainability Program – pass for this month

12.
Legislative updates – Diane

(
see handouts from Diane.
(
Do we have anything as possible Bar Bill for 2011 legislative session?  No.

13.
OSB C02 Footprints – Diane & Rod

(
Discussion of targets that OSB is considering for energy reduction.

(
Rod discussed first meeting of OSB’s sustainability committee and new ideas proposed by that committee.

(
Discussion of role of SFS in relation to OSB: tech support; monitoring; advising on goal setting.


DH:
possible SFS action: propose to BOG recommendations for OSB practices to adopt and goals to target.  Following discussing of this idea, DH agreed to draft concept paper on SFS role and forward to Executive Committee.

14.
NABE conference - Rod
(
Rod contacted chairs of both Bar executives meeting and Bar presidents meeting program committees.

(
He hopes to hear soon from both on SFS proposal to present at those meetings.
(
Rod also contacted California Bar for possible joint presentation.
15.
Treasurer’s Report Robin

(
very little spent so far, but less income than projected.

16.
New Executive Committee Member - Jim
(
Bill K has to resign due to conflicting time responsibilities.

(
Do we need to recruit a new Executive Committee member from other constituencies?  E.g. government law focus.

(
Discussion of ideal size of Executive Committee.

JK:
Need subcommittee to help to select replacement.  DR, JG, JK for that subcommittee.
17.
Master calendar – Dick

(
See handouts from Dick

(
Need to have master calendar for all SFS activities.

(
Direct update from Dick.

18.
May 20 Social Event with ENR - Dallas
(
ENR would like SFS to co-sponsor a social event at Red Star in May.

(
DSD – check on cost to section, then email vote to committee members.
(
post-committee meeting update:  The ENR event will be on May 20 or May 27, schedule still pending.  The SFS Executive Committee voted by email on proposal to spend up to $100 to co-sponsor event.  DSD moved, DH seconded, JK abstained from voting, all others voted “yes.”

19.
MBA Bulletin - Robin

(
Robin to send in correction to article written about the Sustainable Future Section with correct URL.

Next meeting: Saturday, in Portland, April 17, 1pm-4pm; Location: TBD 

End:
3:10 pm. 
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