Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting of April 17, 2010

Sustainable Futures Section

Oregon State Bar

The meeting convened at the offices of Markowitz Herbold in Portland, Oregon at 1 PM.
Attending: James Kennedy (Chair), Ellen Grover, Robin Bellanca Seifried (Treasurer), Diane Henkels, Dick Roy, Michelle Slater, Dallas DeLuca (Secretary), Pat Neill, and Rod Wegener (OSB liaison).  Also attending: Barry Woods, Holly Jacobson, Scott Marsnik and Yochi Zakai (Holly, Scott and Yochi are Juris Doctor Candidates at University of Oregon).

Excused absence: Jennifer Gates
1.
Message from the chair:  none.
2.
Minutes from March 13, 2010 Executive Committee meeting:  
· DH moved to accept February 12 minutes, MS 2nd; unanimously passed Minutes.
3.
Membership – 


(a)
Member count and profile; identification of core constituencies--Dick
· 238 members as of this morning.

· DR provided break-down by geographic area.
· Group discussed efforts to increase membership outside of Portland.
· Group reviewed overlap of our membership with other OSB sections.
· Review of letter Jim will send to people who signed petition to the Bar to create the section but have not yet joined section.

(



(b)
Initial questionnaire responses--Diane and Robin
· Only 10 responses to the Survey Monkey questionnaire to the members.
· 3 of those 10 are on Executive Committee
· 4 of remaining 7 indicated desire to volunteer for the section.
· Possible low response b/c link to the questionnaire was at the bottom of the introductory letter, not as a stand-alone email to the members.
· Debate about when to send another survey: 6 months (MS) to a year (DR).

4.
Webpage – Dallas
· Review of website on-screen.
· Group recommended changes to make before launching with live link to OSB page.
· New main page navigation link to Sustainable Office practices.  Key role of section and site should be to help law firms change internal practices.
· Page of information resources on other Sustainability topics to be developed later, when time allows.

· Dallas to re-cap other changes and email to group.
5.
Newsletter – Michelle
· Review of costs for printing and distribution
· Discussion of what other sections to send newsletter to via email.
· Discussion of topics for next newsletter

· Dan Rohlf article on full accounting of impacts for any project.

· Discussion of whether to have a theme for the next newsletter on sustainability accounting.

· Suggestions for other ideas; editorial staff will finalize.

· Deadline for submission: June 14

· Pat suggested that each newsletter have an article on office practices

· Discussion of soliciting advertising and implied endorsements therein; group consensus is “no” on advertizing, at least for now.

6.
Programs – Dick
· In the Fall, proposal for a program discussing energy and carbon dioxide emissions

· JK stated that the section should have at least one program in the summer, but avoid overlap with RELU conference in August.

· Upcoming April program has 60 RSVPs.

· RBS and DR will coordinate with the three University of Oregon law students on at this meeting for future programs at or with U of O law school, as well as with other law schools.

· The May Constitutional program: 

· discussion of differential pricing for members and non-members (approved).  Also, members will get announcement of event 3 days prior to general announcement.

· Review of costs: $1,282 fixed costs.  At $30 per person, need 44 attendees to break even.  

· U of O providing videotaping of event.

· Room has capacity for 80

7.
Awards – Ellen

· An award at the annual OSB dinner in December has been approved by the Bar.
· The application will be available on the OSBAR.org website in May; the deadline for application is in July.

· 3 members of Section will participate on the Bar committee that picks winner.

· DH will prepare proposed written policy that provides that current Awards Committee and Executive Committee members are not eligible.
· EG and PN to prepare Bar Bulletin announcement.

· PN, EG and Barry Woods will be on the Awards selection committee.

8.
Partners in Sustainability Program - Ellen 

· EG distributed hand-out with proposed criteria.
· All Executive Committee members to send comments to EG.

9.
Bar Conferences Featuring Sustainability - Rod

· Proposals to present at both NABE and NABG rejected by the national organizations.  Too many events already scheduled.

· We can apply to present at the February 2011 conferences in Atlanta.
· We will need to make that proposal in September.

10.
OSB Carbon Footprint Update; Clarification of Role of Section – Rod & Diane

· Discussion over role of section in assisting Bar’s internal operations efforts to adopt sustainable practices.

· Rod stated that suggestions are always welcome.  

· Rod noted that the OSB Green Team needs time to develop a bit more before it can say what its needs are.
11.
Member Request Regarding Electronic Transmission of Bar Bulletin – Jim

· Discussion over requests from members for electronic versions of bar Directory and Bar Bulletin.  

· Suggested that article about opportunity to opt-out of paper versions of each be in next newsletter.

· Rod discussed other OSB plans for reducing paper versions of publications.

12.
Treasurer’s Report – Robin

· We have $1,200 in the bank.

· Discussion that at future CLE programs, we don’t use the section’s conference call number for all participants, due to costs, but use 3rd-party services with attendees paying for own usage.  Discussion of pros and cons of that idea.

13.
ENR – SFS joint networking event – Dallas

· ENR has narrowed event to one of two days, May 20 or May 27.

14.
Criteria for additional new members of Executive Committee – Dick

· Discussed need for members with background and strengths in various program areas of section.

· Discussed need for Executive Committee members that reflect the diversity of the membership interests.
· Executive Committee members to send to DR description of requirements for new Executive Committee members for DR to compile for the next meeting.
Next meeting: Monday, in Portland, May 17, 3pm-5pm; Location: Cable Huston. 1001 SW 5th Ave, Suite 2000.
End:
4:20 pm. 
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