Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting of June 14, 2010

Sustainable Futures Section

Oregon State Bar

The meeting convened at the offices of Miller Nash in Portland, Oregon at 3 PM.

Attending: James Kennedy (Chair), Robin Bellanca Seifried (Treasurer), Dallas DeLuca (Secretary), Ryan vanden Brink (guest), Rod Wegener (OSB liaison), Pat Neill, Dick Roy, Michelle Slater and Diane Henkels.

Excused: Ellen Grover, Jennifer Gates

1.  Opening Remarks--Jim

2.   Approve Minutes of May 17, 2010 Meeting   Jim moved, Robin seconded, passed unanimously.
3.   Newsletter (July Issue)—Michelle
· Review of articles due tomorrow for early July publication.

· List of articles for third issue. 
4.   Programs


a.  Evaluation of 5/21 Program and Video Replays—Jim
· 15 people signed up for discussion group to continue topic of that program.

· Program net income: approximately $700.

· Section needs to set a price for the video replay for the replay to qualify for CLE credit.

b.  Additional 2010 Programs--Dick and Robin
· Wineries tour:  Robin discussed problems that various wineries had with making their facilities available for a tour for the Section.

· Dick led discussion of other possible programs for the Fall and Winter

· Ecological economics

· Environmental accounting
· Quantification of ecology and environment for litigation purposes
5.
Dissemination of Information and Timelines Regarding Awards Program--Ellen

· Likely no publicity from the OSB for the section award, mostly because July 23 deadline.

· Jim will ask other section executive committees to forward information on the award nomination opportunity.

· Michelle will publicize Section award nomination forms in Newsletter

· Dick suggested and will send the nomination information directly to law firms.

· Dick and Diane will distribute nomination information to all the county bar associations for further dissemination.
6.
Partners in Sustainability Program—Ellen
· Discussion of (1) office policy criteria, and (2) self-certification criteria.
· Discussion of comparison to other existing certification programs, such as the BEST program and the ABA-EPA Partnership certification programs.
7.
Additional Projects/Study Groups for 2010-2011


a.   Judicial and Administrative Hearings—Pat
· Pat is gathering information on eFiling and rules for eFiling in each county.

· Discussion of reports: 2008 article by CJ De Muniz; 2006 & 2008 Task Force Reports

· $12M spent so far; plan to spend $35M to roll-out eFiling state-wide.

· Pilot program for FED started; Appellate eFiling already available; pilot for general civil litigation to start next June.

· Telephone hearings: rules on this option recently promulgated; Pat will lead additional research to examine implementation and results of use, including cost recovery issues.

· Jim mentioned that the Dept. of Justice compiled a Model Administrative Hearings guidebook with recommendations that include telephone hearings and related issues.


b.   Rights of Future Generations—Jim
· Jim discussed the difficulties of creating a study group on this topic.

· Dallas suggested having groups centered at the law schools with the groups to include local bench & bar.

· Ryan suggested having it led by faculty with research assistants.

· No consensus reached.


c.   Lawyer/Client Interface with Sustainability Issues
· Two separate issues:

· Some clients want their law firms to be certified “sustainable” (e.g., JP Morgan Chase RFP that requires such certification)

· Some clients need counseling on sustainability.

· Dick to send a link to all on executive committee on ___ (the JP Morgan Chase RFP?)

· Michelle would like an author on the first topic for an upcoming newsletter.

· Pat: an important question to explore is whether this is an independent area of law practice.
· Ryan to present to the Section a concept paper on the first question.


d.   Climate Science Study Group  
· Dick proposed a study of the integrity of science as it relates to sustainability to answer the question, What are the distorting pressures on science in Oregon?

· No consensus on this; Dick to present concept paper at next meeting.


e.   Other Projects/Study Groups
· None.
8.
Nominating Committee—Dick
· Not yet convened (needs several non-board members)

· Must first decide on what the Section and Executive Committee want to accomplish before deciding on size of the Executive Committee.

· Robin to help plan annual meeting in November.
9.
New Business
· none
10.  Date and Location for July Executive Committee Meeting
· July 15 in Portland, location TBD.

· Discussion of possible non-Portland meetings – no consensus to do it because of impact of travel.

Meeting adjourned at 5:22 PM.
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