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Kip Pheil – Oregon Department of Energy (ODOE) 

Kip Pheil oversees REC tracking and generating facility certification for the Oregon 

Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS). He works with Oregon Public Utility Commission (PUC) 

staff and a wide range of stakeholders to implement the RPS. He is the Western Renewable 

Energy Generation Information System (WREGIS) Stakeholder Advisory Committee vice-chair 

and has been active in a variety of WREGIS committees and work groups since October 2007. 

Other ODOE responsibilities include Integrated Resource Plan development and other PUC 

dockets. 

Kip was Oregon’s State Energy Loan Program engineering analyst for 17 years.  In that 

position he worked with public and private borrowers on nearly 400 projects involving nearly all 

sectors.  Those projects either use renewable resources to produce electricity, heat, and fuel or 

reduce energy use through efficiency upgrades. Prior to joining ODOE, Kip worked for 

Honeywell in San Francisco.  During that time, he was lead engineer for building control and life 

safety automation systems of Marriott’s Yerba Buena Hotel.  He received his Mechanical 

Engineering degree from Oregon State University at a time when the Beavers fielded awful 

football but top-ranked basketball teams. 

Chris Taylor – Element Power 

Chris Taylor is Chief Development Officer of Element Power, a global developer, owner 

and operator of utility scale wind and solar photovoltaic (PV) projects with nearly 5,000 MW of 

projects under development in the U.S.  Prior to co-founding Element Power in 2009, Chris led 

development in the Pacific NW and Mountain West regions for Horizon Wind Energy.  At 

Horizon, Chris led the development of 700 MW of wind projects that are currently in operation 

or under construction in Oregon and Washington.  Chris is also actively involved in energy 

policy development, including the Oregon and Washington RPS and wind siting guidelines, and 

as board member of the American Wind Energy Association’s (AWEA) Wind PAC.  

Chris started his career as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Cote d’Ivoire.  After returning to 

Oregon, Chris was Legislative Director for OSPIRG where he focused on recycling and energy 

issues.  After OSPIRG, he managed the solid waste and recycling program at Oregon 

Department of Environmental Quality.  Chris received a BA from Amherst College and a 

Masters in Public Affairs from Princeton University’s Woodrow Wilson School of Public and 

International Affairs. 

Robert Del Mar – Oregon Department of Energy 

Rob Del Mar is a Senior Policy Analyst at the Oregon Department of Energy.  Rob is 

responsible for developing policy around the state incentive programs including residential and 

business energy tax credits for PV and solar thermal technologies.  Rob is also on the Board of 



Directors of the Solar Rating and Certification Corporation (SRCC) which sets national solar 

water heating performance and testing standards. 

 

Rob has worked in the solar energy industry for 10 years.  His career started in the private 

sector where he worked as a mechanical systems engineer at consulting firm in New England.  

Working for a small solar engineering firm enabled Rob to be involved in solar projects at all 

stages of development from feasibility through design, construction, commissioning and 

monitoring.  Rob brings a unique perspective to the solar market because he has been on both 

sides of the industry.  He has worked to bring projects in on time and on budget as an engineer in 

the private sector and now works in the public sector where he manages incentive programs.   

 


