





Minutes
Executive Committee 

Sustainable Future Section

January 13, 2012
9:00 to 11:00 AM

Markowitz, Herbold, Glade & Mehlhaf, PC 

3000 Pacwest Center, 1211 SW Fifth Avenue, Portland, OR 

Attending: Jennifer Gates, Bobby Mauger (telephone), Michelle Slater, Jim Kennedy, Robin Seifried, Janna Aginsky, Diane Henkels, Barry Woods, Dick Roy, Ellen Grover (telephone) and Rod Wegener.

Excused Absences:  Dallas DeLuca

1. Chair’s Report--Michelle

a. Introducing new members Janna Aginsky, Bobby Mauger and Barry Woods

b. Introducing David Wade OSB liaison, updating David on the Partners in Sustainability program, discussion about seeking Board of Governors approval to use “Oregon State Bar” in the title of the award at the February BOG meeting

c. Approval of Minutes of the December 9, 2011 EC meeting – Reserved for the next meeting  

2. Setting Section Objectives for 2012 -- Dick

a. Section Focus – discussion re focus specifically on environmental or ecological sustainability or include broader focus of equity and economy   (Agreed that no more specifically defined internal focus necessary at this time). 

b. Quantitative Goals

i. 10 SFS Executive Committee meetings in 2012 + 1 SFS celebration

ii. 4 issues of Long View

iii. 6-7 programs, 5 “regular” programs (not counting the piggybacks on other programs or special programs)

iv. 350 members by November 30, 2012

v. 10 OSB Partners enlist in the Partners for Sustainability program

vi. 2 SFS Executive Committee meetings in locations other than Portland.  Possibly a May meeting in Corvallis and a September meeting in Eastern or Central Oregon.

vii. 1 meeting with OSB liaison regarding the Bar’s sustainability operations

viii. Meet with or co-sponsor events with 6 Bar Sections to discuss potential overlap or plan joint events or presentations

c. Primary Educational Objectives (not necessarily in the order of importance)

i. In-depth education on topics directly related to law or valuable to the lawyer’s paid practice of law (e.g., wave energy, State of Oregon grid, etc.)

ii. Educational programs on cutting edge sustainability developments not necessarily tied to law and theoretical constructs and models for a sustainable future

iii. Programs re sustainable office practices

d. Existing Program Objectives

i. Partners in Sustainability program roll out

ii. Publish report on the concept of Legal Guardian for Future Generations

e. New Objectives

i. New lawyer orientation meeting for those who wish to attend

ii. Retired lawyer orientation meeting for those who wish to attend

iii. Redefine pro bono to include protecting the earth, native species and future generations; revisit recommendation to BOG to revise RPC 2.1 to include sustainability in the definition of “giving legal advice”

iv. Outreach to newly admitted members

1. Weaving sustainability into the New Lawyer mentoring program: possibly including sustainability into mentor materials provided by the Bar 

2. Include sustainability segment into Learning the Ropes CLE for newly admitted bar members?

v. Reserved objectives:  Establish SFS chapters in three Oregon law schools (instead discussed establishing/strengthening connections with faculty champions or designated student champions, visiting each law school to meet with interested students, etc.); creating a volunteer pool and identifying meaningful volunteer opportunities

f. The following discussion reserved for the next meeting:

i. Objectives in defining who we are (short term and long term)

ii. Where should the section be in 5 years

iii. Possible Exec Committee retreat in 2012 to reflect/discuss these

3. Discussing 2012 activities

a. Committee Update: 

Editorial Committee – Dallas resigned but is still in charge of posting newsletter to the Web site; 

Partners in Sustainability Committee - -Diane, Robin and Janna

b. Announcement of the Partners in Sustainability program – Bar website, ad space in the Bar Bulletin and Multnomah Bar Bulletin; ad space in PBJ, logo development.  Dallas and Jim to work with the Bar to finalize the logo by February 17 meeting and to prepare a one page introduction of the program; Janna, Robin and Diane to compare existing applications to the Partners criteria and report to EC

c. Study Groups updates

i. Legal Guardian for the Future Generations (Jim): phone interviews scheduled with Peter Davies and Maja Gopel; Eleanor Garretson retained as the reporter for the study group

4. Reviewing Mission Statement: current mission statement needs to be revised to reflect changed priorities; suggested changes discussed by EC members; Barry to take a first stab at revising the statement and Michelle to review and comment for the next EC meeting

5. New business:  

a. Diane:  Paul Majkut requested a list of attorneys providing pro bono services to land trusts to help work on land trust issues; Diane is contacting Environment and Real Estate and Land Use Sections of the Bar about this to determine their interest in a project to put together a list, and will report to the EC 

b. Brightworks presentation on Business Case for Sustainability:  Janna, Michelle and Robin to attend and report to the EC

c. Getting new section members involved in committees/identify opportunities: Michelle to put together a roster of committees/study groups

6. 2012 Calendar—Friday meetings, from 9:00 a.m. to 11 a.m. unless otherwise noted)

February 17


OSB Center

March 9



Portland (followed by Editorial Committee)

April 13



Portland

May 11



Corvallis

June 8



Portland (followed by Editorial Committee)

July 



NO MEETING

August 10


Portland

September 14


Central Oregon

October 12


Portland

November 9 (Thursday)
Portland (Annual Meeting and Executive Session)

*November 15


Portland (Annual Celebration) 5:00 – 7:00

*December 14


Portland (Executive Session/Holiday Celebration) 






3:00 – 5:00

