





Minutes
Executive Committee 

Sustainable Future Section

March 16, 2012
Markowitz Herbold Glade & Mehlhaf PC
Attending: Jennifer Gates, Bobby Mauger, Michelle Slater, Jim Kennedy, Robin Seifried, Janna Aginsky, Diane Henkels, Barry Woods, Dick Roy, Dallas DeLuca, Rod Wegener, and Ellen Grover (telephone)

1. Opening Remarks – Michelle

2. Approval of Minutes of the February 17, 2012 EC meeting – Deferred to the next EC Meeting

3. Section Objectives for 2012 

a. SFS as a Resource to other OSB sections:  Barry, Bobby, Diane and Janna (report)

i. Suggested a list of OSB sections to collaborate with and presented a modified SWW survey as a sample questionnaire to these sections to determine the value proposition of SFS

ii. Decided to supplement the survey with questions designed to gauge interest of various section members in sustainability as a concept rather than sustainability as practice of law

iii. Potential uses of the survey:  identify tools for OSB members and become a resource (possibly a networking source connecting people interest in sustainability); identify areas of programming collaboration; use in cross-analysis with membership analysis (e.g., possibly using the survey questions in interviewing dropped off members, etc.)

iv. Barry, Bobby Diane and Janna to prepare a revised survey questionnaire for the next EC meeting and draft written objectives in getting responses

b. Law School Informational Meetings/Presentations: Diane (report)

i. Purpose statement: SFS contacts those at each law school with whom SFS had prior contact, or the most recent contact, whether it be students at Lewis and Clark, professors, such as Susan Smith at Willamette, or a law school center such as a Environmental and Natural Resources Law Center at the University of Oregon law school.  Inquire at those meetings of a student recommended or most interested in meeting with an EC member or two for a business lunch at which would be discussed how the SFS might best serve law students.  The SFS EC member would contact the student and arrange lunch and from the lunch, report back to the EC.  The goal is to have one good contact, if not more, with each law school in 2012.
ii. Discussed the cancelled Lewis & Clark panel.
iii. Janna to make a contact with a faculty member from each law school to set up a presentation and report at the next EC meeting

c. New Lawyer Orientation:  Michelle will follow up with OSB re having SFS presence (cards on the table, computer screen with SFS website, etc.) at the May orientation (deadline is April 30).

d. Retired Lawyer Orientation:  Dick (report)

i. Purpose Statement:  Establish a corps of retired or senior lawyers, as an arm of SFS, working on projects to advance sustainability.

ii. EC to continue thinking of the role that senior lawyers can play (involvement with special projects like a big presentation or event, involvement in a study group, raising awareness of SFS, Partners Program advocates, etc.)

iii. Dick to suggest candidates for lunch.
e. Redefining Pro Bono: Jennifer (report)

i. Options:  expanding the definition by adding “services on behalf of future generations” or adding “unrepresented or underserved” to “poor”, etc.

ii. Rod/Jennifer to contact OSB to pursue an advisory opinion on the definition expansion 

iii. Jennifer to circulate a questionnaire to EC members to gather ideas of what pro bono services for future generations may involve (representing land trusts, legal guardian for future generations study group, etc.)

f. Amending RPC 2.1:  Diane (report)

i. Recommendation 4 on page 9 of the Sustainability Task Force Report seeks to allow the lawyer, as counselor, to consider sustainability in rendering advice to clients.  

ii. The text of Oregon Rule of Professional Conduct 2.1: “In representing a client, a lawyer shall exercise independent professional judgment and render candid advice. In rendering advice, a lawyer may refer not only to law but to other considerations such as moral, economic, social and political factors that may be relevant to the client's situation.” Adopted 01/01/05

iii. Simply inserting the word “sustainability” into the list of factors in the existing rule may be the best solution because OSB officially adopted sustainability as a value.

iv. Diane to draft a letter to OSB general counsel asking the Bar to amend the rule by inserting the word “sustainability”.
g. New Study Groups: Jim (proposal)

i. Constitutional analysis of the relevant provisions of the Oregon Constitution to support the Ombudsman for Future Generations Study Group.  Bobby to join this study group; possibly identify a retired constitutional law scholar to join (Dick?).

ii. Collaborative study group with the Animal Law section on the Global Animal Partnership certification program.  Determine potential overlaps (e.g., effect on sustainability of the elimination of feed lots for cattle).  Jim and Robin to explore this further and report to the EC.

iii. Article on Earth Jurisprudence. Jim and Dick to join the study group, volunteers to email them if they wish to join.

4. Partners’ Program Update (Michelle)

a. Dallas is working on getting information on the website and EC members to contact law firms that they volunteered to contact

5. Analysis of Membership (Robin)

a. Examined handout with membership statistics distributed by Robin.

b. Some of the membership decline could be due to the unusually high amount of members who still haven’t paid their dues.  Membership should be examined again later in the year to see if more people joined the section at the time they catch up on their dues payments.

6. New Business (Michelle)

a. Panel on the Law Firm Sustainability Network, April 11.  Michelle to participate in a one hour teleconference.  

b. Deadline to submit legislative proposals to OSB is April 2.  Decided that SFS will not submit any proposals at this time.

c. Received request to donate from the Oregon Minority Lawyers Association and attend banquet.  Not in SFS budget so will not be sponsoring this or similar events in general.  Diane recalled discussing this very topic and voting to donate a sum; she will find this info and bring to next meeting.

d. Dick to explore the interest in organizing a panel regarding ethical obligations of legal professionals in screening their clients (e.g., whalers, etc.).
