REPORT TO SFS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
April 19, 2013 by Dick Roy for Program Committee
The Program Committee is behind this year in scheduling firm programs, so ideas for programs that can be put together efficiently will be greatly appreciated.  Below is the current status of planning: 
2012 annual plan  
Goal is six or seven programs this year (excluding piggybacks), 5 regular programs and 1 or 2 special programs.  Each member of the committee should assume role of planning at least one regular program.  If SFS Exec Comm travels to other communities, experiment with an informal conversation with local lawyers on a topic of generic interest (not confined to local interest).
2012 programs completed/scheduled in bold (with estimate of in-person attendance)
Jan 22 



Regular – Legislative update (Tonkon) – Dick (Robin)
Jules Bailey, Co-Chair House Environment and Energy Committee – confirmed

Jackie Dingfelder, Chair Senate Enviro and Nat Resources Committee – confirmed
Attendance est: (live) 31 lawyers; 2 others; (by phone) 6 lawyers
Mar 5



Regular  Angel investing – Clean Tech Connection (Perkins) – Barry (Micah)
Program will explore the angel investing – clean tech connection, including any “public benefit” considerations in the analysis.  The idea would be to have a panel of two from different funds to explore this topic.

Attendance est (live) 20 lawyers and 7 others; (by phone) 2 lawyers
May/June


Regular – Oregon benefit companies  – Dick (Bus Section co-sponsor?) 
Jeff Wolfstone and Bill Campbell have agreed to present program for SFS; schedule after legislation (HB 2296) is approved.  4-18 passed house 38-20 vote.
Programs under active consideration to be formulated by responsible PC member


Regular   Climate Change – specific impacts ahead for Oregon – Maggie 

Prompted by notice of publication of the Northwest Chapter of the National Climate Assessment (release of 1-14-13), consider program focused on impacts generally or drilling down in areas that will produce legal work.  Also, are there scenarios for Oregon in the mix.  Co-Author of NW Chapter is Philip Mote, Director of Oregon Climate Change Research Institute at OSU; Angus Duncan, Chair of the Oregon Climate Change Commission, will also be a good source.  Maggie has planned meeting in Portland with Phil Mote who is interested in presenting at SFS program.  Maggie will define scope of talk with goal of program in late April is that works out.

Regular  Privatizing water – Hood River example – Jim 

Nestle may not participate.  Dick sent Jim info from Ralph Bloemers.  CRAG is handling admin appeal now in fact finding stage.  Courtney Johnson, CRAG attorney, is handling this matter.  Jim to talk with Martha ??? in Salem about expanding scope a bit to address privatization and commodification of water generally.  Food and Water Watch, with office in Portland, would oppose that view.

Regular Impact of Fracking on NW in broad sense – Robin

Maggie talked with Bill Edmonds of NW Natural who thought this would be an informative program on fracking generally with no focus on NW Natural.  NRDC would be preferable source of independent information.  Ralph Cavanaugh in the San Francisco office would be a good source.

Regular  Business model for peer-to-peer car renting,  – Barry

Explain business model with focus on tricky legal/insurance issues.

Regular  Sharing economy law generally, what are the legal issues? – Micah

Special  Environmental ethics – Dick 

Identified those who teach environmental ethics at Reed (on sabattical), PSU (Vince Mulier, Eugene lawyer with Ph.D in philosophy), Lewis & Clark (Dan Rolhf recommended Jay Odenbaugh), Pacific, and Univ of Portland (sabbatical).  Talked with Mulier; interested, but I need an outline from him.    
Regular  Retaining sustainability values in business transition – Jim, Maggie.  Jim has been working on a program for some time.  On related front, Maggie was looking into program that might involve Keene, Dave’s Killer Bread, and/or Laughing Planet (maybe Bike Gallery as well), or Meriwether Group, which was involved in financing for all three transactions.  Maggie will touch base with Jim discuss program possibilities.  Our planned program on sustainability initiatives in businesses did not generate much interest.  However, we believe that one in retaining values in a business transition would be attractive, particularly as it involved legal considerations.  
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