






Minutes

Executive Committee 

Sustainable Future Section

August 14, 2012

Stoel Rives

Attending: Jennifer Gates, Michelle Slater, Jim Kennedy, Robin Seifried, Janna Aginsky, Diane Henkels, Barry Woods (telephone), Dick Roy, Dallas DeLuca, Bobby Mauger (telephone), Ellen Grover (telephone). 
Guest: Paul Majkut
1. Minutes 

April 2012 and May 2012 Executive Committee Meetings were approved.

2. Policy Regarding Section Expenditures:  Michelle proposed to clarify and formalize the Section’s policy regarding approval by the Executive Committee of discretionary spending by the Section (e.g. donations to other sections, etc.).  Following discussion, the Committee determined that prior Executive Committee approval would be required for all items of discretionary spending over $100.00 even if the items were already approved in the budget for the year.

3. Report on Land Trust Pro Bono Initiative.  Paul outlined the following basic features of the program:

a. Two components of legal support – pro bono legal services to land trusts (some are very small) and pro bono legal services to land owners who donate property to land trusts.  

b. Land Trust Pro Bono Initiative is designed to benefit only landowners with limited financial resources, with real need for pro bono services.  The program’s scope should not extend to estate planning, tax planning, other issues.
c. A pool of attorney volunteers will be compiled and provided to the Coalition of Land Trusts; 

d. Paul, Nancy Duhncrack and others with provide option training for volunteer attorneys and will make themselves available for questions/support but will not certify attorney volunteers;

e. For non-real estate related advice (tax, estate planning, etc.), landowners will be directed to the Modest Means referral program already in place at the Bar.
f. SFS, RELU, and other sections are asked to provide support for the Initiative, mention it in the newsletter, etc.

Motion/Decision:  SFS will support the referral service that Paul and Nancy will spearhead and will continue to provide practical advice as the referral service develops.  Diane and Janna will form a subcommittee to help Paul and Nancy.

4. Report on Study Groups

a. Office of Legal Guardian for Future Generations:  Jim reported on a series of interviews the study group has had with a number of international and national scholars and are still excited about the concept.  Hungarian and Wales officials have been particularly inspirational.  The study group decided to broaden the scope of what the legal guardian would do to include mediation of disputes, creating a list of significant resources in the State that would be protected.  Recently the study group engaged the Oregon Sustainability Board and interviewed Sara Vickerman, who advised the study group on the Board’s rulemaking authority and provided feedback and prognosis on the Legal Guardian concept. The goal of the study group remains studying the feasibility of this concept, not going forward with implementing it. 

i. Diane suggested having periodic progress reports or CLEs regarding study group’s findings.

ii. Dallas suggested posting a blog on the website with periodic updates.

iii. Dick suggested considering a collaborative high school project to flesh out issues or possibly implementing the concept at the City of Portland level, or a county level
b. Legal Underpinnings of Earth Jurisprudence (Dick):  Dick summarized efforts undertaken by various scholars to expand law to the areas that are not currently covered by traditional legal concepts. Some nations have enacted similar laws and the study group’s goal would be to produce a synopsis of what other countries are doing.  Pat Siemens is probably the national authority on the subject and it would be great to bring her here to speak.  

c. Constitutional underpinnings:  Bobby emailed a few people regarding involvement in the study group, hasn’t heard back.  Jim talked to Justice Landau to see if he had any recommendations as to who would be involved with the study group, and will follow up with him.  

5. Law Office Practices Subcommittee Report:  Bobby reports that we have enough articles to last us through 2012.  Diane suggests we should have a process for reviewing and addressing submitted articles to make sure that authors who spend a significant amount of time on the submissions receive adequate feedback.  The idea was to create a resource to be put on the website about various aspects of sustainable law office practices, possibly by categories, water, energy, paper, that would contain tips and share experience as to law office practices.  Some of the submissions can be used in the newsletter.  Michelle and Bobby will work on a statement of purpose for the subcommittee.
6. Report on Award Nominations: Ellen reports that we received 4 law office award nominations.  The review process from last year should be replicated.  The scoring should be completed by the next meeting and the nominations will be discussed at the next EC meeting.  The scoring sheets will be circulated by the end of August and be ready for discussion at the September 11 EC meeting.
7. Coordination with Member Services:  Dick reported on the efforts to institutionalize the relationship between SFS and the Bar Sustainability Award.  He suggested to the Member Services Committee that it sends nominations to SFS steering committee or EC and EC would make its recommendations.  Also suggested deleting “law firms” from the definition of potential nominees.  Dick will work with Rod to determine the best way to accomplish this.
8. Nominating Committee Update:  Jen and Jim are contacting the current EC members to see what their desired roles and commitments will be for next year.  The bylaws require the Nominating Committee to be appointed at least 60 days prior to the Annual Meeting.  
Motion/Decision:  Diane moves to involve someone outside of the Portland Metro area, Pat Neill, to participate.  Decision:  Jim and Jen appointed as the nominating committee and Pat Neill (provided he agrees). 
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