
Summary 

Based on scientific data, we will likely 

feel the impacts from the current buildup 

of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in the 

atmosphere for decades.  

These impacts, such as hotter summers 

and wetter, warmer winters for the Pacific 

Northwest, will likely affect our health, 

especially those most vulnerable. Commu-

nities must, therefore, begin to plan and 

prepare for the likely impacts that will be 

experienced because of the emissions al-

ready present in the atmosphere. 

The Multnomah County/City of Portland 

Climate Action Plan identified “Climate 

Change Preparation” as one of its eight 

key action areas with the objective to 

“adapt successfully to a changing cli-

mate.”  

Adaptation means “to adjust to a new situ-

ation or environment” such as an increase 

in consecutive days over 95 degrees. The 

plan communicates what the local impacts 

may be; which populations and areas may 

be impacted; why equity and justice are 

key parts of this work; and what we can 

do to further prevent health issues and 

disparities. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Climate Change and 
Public Health 
 

By Ann McQuesten 

On October 9, 2013, the Multnomah County Health Department 

released the Multnomah County Climate Change and Public 

Health Preparation Plan. The plan was developed in response to 

the City of Portland and Multnomah County’s 2009 Climate Ac-

tion Plan, which tasked county and city agencies with develop-

ing a plan to “adapt successfully” to changes in the climate. Be-

low is a summary. 

The full plan, including a discussion of each of the county’s concerns and of indi-

vidual strategies the county, its regional partners, and individuals can take to build 

local resilience to changes in our climate, is available at  

https://web.multco.us/sites/default/files/documents/

multnomah_county_climate_change_and_public_health_preparation_plan_2013.pdf. 
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Primary Health Concerns 

Heat:  

The impacts of heat and poor outdoor air quality are of high concern given their current impact and the disparities that exist among 

vulnerable populations and neighborhoods. Parts of our community are far more vulnerable to heat because of the urban heat-island 

effect and other social factors. The advisory committee felt strongly that we, as a community, must plan for these extreme-heat 

events and eliminate a disparity that may be amplified by climate change. 

Air Quality:  

Poor air-quality already impacts the health of our community. A separate study commissioned by DEQ found that air in the Port-

land metropolitan region exceeds health benchmarks for a number of toxics including diesel particulate matter, and the disparity in 

toxicity is an environmental justice concern. Because air quality will be worsening, even in the absence of climate change, it is par-

ticularly important to understand the interplay between climate change and air-quality, but the County must begin protecting our 

communities without delay. Climate change will also bring higher concentrations of ground-level ozone, a pollutant not addressed 

in the study mentioned above, elevating air-quality to a primary health concern. 

Vector-Borne Illnesses:  

Multnomah County has a history of addressing mosquito-borne diseases including West Nile virus. Because of the relative uncer-

tainty around how climate change may impact vector populations, the advisory committee felt that the County’s vector programs 

must be fully supported as we plan for new and emerging vector-borne diseases.  

 

About the Author:  Ann McQuesten is an associate in the Portland offices of White Summers Caffee James where she represents 

clients in a range of corporate legal matters. 

Key Findings 

The County must prioritize protecting the health of vulnera-

ble populations. This includes the elderly, people with pre-

existing health conditions, people who live in poverty, and 

people of color. Members of these communities and their 

advocates must be involved in the implementation of the 

County’s actions and new efforts. 

Heat waves are becoming more common in our region and 

can be devastating, especially in urban areas like Portland 

that are not accustomed to extreme heat. 

Many air pollutants are known to be detrimental to our 

health and hotter weather will worsen their impacts 

The geographical spread of mosquitoes and ticks is chang-

ing and this may bring new diseases to our region. 

There is a broad range of actions that can be implemented to 

better understand and vastly reduce these risks. For exam-

ple, we can plant trees in areas where we have a lot of con-

crete to provide natural cooling and reduce the heat island 

effect. Improving air quality generates multiple immediate 

health benefits and reduces the long-term impacts of climate 

change.   

Assessing Vulnerability 

The county Stakeholder Advisory Committee included 

members with expertise in heat-related morbidity and mor-

tality trends, knowledge of asthma rates, awareness of emer-

gency preparedness plans and capacity to respond to ex-

treme weather events, knowledge of surveillance and moni-

toring of vectors, and overall awareness of health disparities 

and impacts to vulnerable populations.   

Based on deliberations, research papers, and current county 

preparedness, the County decided to focus on heat-related 

illness, respiratory disease (asthma and allergies), and vec-

tor-borne disease.  
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Sustainable Future Section 
Honored by the American Bar 
Association with SEER Award 
  

On August 11, 2013, the American Bar Association Section of Environment, 

Energy, and Resources (SEER) honored the Sustainable Future Section with its 

2013 State or Local Bar Environment, Energy, and Resources Program of the 

Year Award. The award recognizes the best continuing legal education program 

or public service project of the year focused on issues in the field of environ-

mental, energy, or natural resources law.  

The SEER award recognizes the Sustainable Future Section as the first state bar 

section in the United States organized around the concept of sustainability rather 

than a specific body of substantive law or an area of practice.  

The award was based on the wide array of Section programs during 2012, in-

cluding continuing legal education, newsletters, the Partners in Sustainability 

program, leadership awards, study groups, and a presentation at the mid-year 

National Association of Bar Executives meeting. SEER noted that the Sustaina-

ble Future Section has developed models that might be used by state and local 

bar associations across the country and has served as a source of inspiration for 

lawyer groups in other states.  

In giving the award, SEER also remarked on the Section’s role in examining the 

integration of law and environmental sustainability and fostering dialogue about 

how the law relates to the needs and interests of future generations.   

 

Max Miller  
Receives OSB 
President’s  
Sustainability 
Award 

Congratulations to Section member Max 

Miller on being awarded the Oregon State 

Bar President’s Sustainability Award. The 

award was created in 2010 to recognize 

extraordinary leadership by an Oregon law-

yer or law firm in promoting sustainability 

within the Oregon State Bar and legal pro-

fession.   

The Executive Committee of the Sustaina-

ble Future Section congratulates Max on 

the Bar’s recognition of his significant con-

tributions to the goals of sustainability in 

the legal profession.   

 

Editor’s Note:  

Thank you for reading The Long View.   

Feedback and suggestions are welcome.    

E-mail your comments to:   

michelleslaterlaw@gmail.com    

-or-    

osbsustainablefuture@gmail.com 

Michelle Slater,  

Michelle  Slater Law, LLC,  Editor  
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Newsletter 

During 2013, two issues of The Long View were published.  

The Long View has featured a variety of authors and a wide 

array of sustainability topics.  

Except for an initial paper edition, The Long View is distribut-

ed electronically to minimize paper use and reduce produc-

tion expenses.  

The Long View continues to be edited by Michelle Slater, 

who is assisted by an Editorial Board comprised of Executive 

Committee members. 

National Exposure 

In 2013, the Section received the 2013 State or Local Bar 

Environment, Energy and Resources Program of the Year 

Award from the American Bar Association Section of Envi-

ronment, Energy and Resources.  

The Section was honored with this award based on the activi-

ty of the Section as a whole for the year 2012.   

Awards 

The Section continues to maintain its Partners in Sustainabil-

ity Program. Also, in 2013 the Section presented its third an-

nual Sustainable Law Office Leadership Award to recognize 

the most innovative recent practice of a law firm in advancing 

sustainability. Markowitz Herbold Glade & Mehlhaf PC re-

ceived the 2013 Award.   

Also in 2013, the Section joined the President of the Oregon 

State Bar in congratulating Section member and incoming 

Executive Committee member Max Miller on receiving the 

President’s Sustainability Award. 

Programs 

During 2013, the Section presented the following five pro-

grams:  

 Legislative Update:  

In January, the Section hosted a legislative update with Rep-

resentative Jules Bailey, Co-Chair of the House Environment 

and Energy Committee, and Senator Jackie Dingfelder, Chair 

of the Senate Environment and Natural Resources Commit-

tee.  

 Angel Investing–Clean Tech Connections:  

In March, Scott Sandler, Fund Manager of the Oregon Angel 

Fund, and Morgan Rider, National Sustainability Chair for 

the non-profit CleanTech Open spoke about the connection 

between CleanTech start-ups and angel investing. 

 Oregon’s new Benefit Company Statute:   

In June, Jeff Wolfstone and Bill Campbell spoke on Oregon’s 

new Benefit Company Statute.  

 Projected Climate Change Impacts:   

Also in June, Dr. Phillip Mote, Director of the Oregon Cli-

mate Change Research Institute at Oregon State University 

spoke on the projected impacts of climate change on natural 

areas in Oregon.  

 Oregon’s Territorial Sea Plan:   

In November, Paul Klarin, Oregon Marine Affairs Coordina-

tor, and Jason Busch, Director of the Oregon Wave Energy 

Trust, discussed Oregon’s Territorial Sea Plan on a panel 

moderated by Stoel Rives’ Chad Marriott. 

(Continued on page 5) 

2013 Activities and  
Accomplishments 
The Sustainable Future Section was created in late 2009. In 2010, 

the Executive Committee devoted considerable attention to organi-

zational activity, including attracting members, adopting a mission 

statement, developing a web site, creating a newsletter, identifying 

program concepts, and establishing objectives and priorities.  

Building on this organizational activity, the Executive Committee refined and vigorously pursued its 

primary objectives in 2011 and 2012. In 2013, the Executive Committee continued to provide pro-

grams and information, raise awareness and recognize sustainable law office practices, grow Section 

membership and advance the dialogue about the intersection between the law and sustainability. 

Sustainable 

Future  

Section 
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Study Groups and Outreach 

The Section has continued several study groups from 2012. 

One study group continued to study the feasibility and effect 

of creating a state office of legal guardian to analyze how 

proposed legislation and administrative rules might impact 

the environmental interests of future generations.  

It is anticipated that the findings of this study group will be 

covered in articles in The Long View or in the Section’s pro-

grams in 2014.   

The Section also convened a study group to examine the in-

terface between sustainability and various animal welfare 

rating standards, such as the Global Animal Partnership and 

Certified Humane. The study group is not anticipated to com-

plete its work until 2014. 

Budget  

As of October 15, 2013, the Section’s projected 2013 expens-

es were $6,756 with a projected year-end balance of $4,270. 

As in prior years, the Executive Committee continued to 

spend Section funds conservatively in 2013. The largest ex-

penditures were for the OSB services assessment, awards and 

special projects.  

Also, as in 2012, the increase in costs for awards and special 

projects were due to increased advertising expenses associat-

ed with the Section’s Leadership in Sustainability Award and 

Partners in Sustainability Program. In part due to these in-

creasing costs, the Section is exploring the use of the OSB 

listserves as a lower-cost advertising alternative. 

For 2014, major budgeted expenses again include special 

projects and awards ($2000 each) and the increased OSB 

Support Services Assessment ($2,400).  

With the surplus the Section anticipates at the end of 2014, 

the Section plans to start planning a more costly CLE pro-

gram to take place in the next two years, potentially a day-

long program focusing on a broader topic of interest or a sin-

gle event with a nationally prestigious speaker. 

 

Recommendations and 
Activities for 2014 
 

In early 2014, the Executive Committee plans 

to review and evaluate the processes and crite-

ria used for the Partners in Sustainability Pro-

gram and Sustainable Law Office Award to en-

sure their future vitality and a high level of par-

ticipation among law firms.   

The Long View will be published electronically on a quarterly 

basis during 2014. The Section is continuing its efforts to 

expand the distribution list for the newsletter. All editions of 

The Long View will continue to be available on the Section’s 

web site. 

The Section anticipates offering between six and eight pro-

grams for CLE credit in 2014. Many of the programs are an-

ticipated to be in the brown bag lunch format successfully 

utilized by the Section in 2012 and 2013. 

During 2014, the Section’s current study groups will com-

plete their work on how the environmental rights of future 

generations might be protected by the establishment of an 

state office of legal guardian for future generations and on the 

relationship between sustainability and animal welfare rating 

standards. Findings of these study groups may be covered in 

articles in The Long View or in the Section’s programs.   

Leadership  

At the recommendation of the nominating com-

mittee, the Section elected the following slate 

of officers and executive committee members:  

Chair: Jennifer Gates, Chair-Elect: Robin Seifried, Treasurer, 

Jim Kennedy; Secretary, Ann McQuesten; members-at-large 

(two-year terms), Janna Aginsky, Monique Hawthorne, Diane 

Henkels, Max Miller, and Maggie Vining.  

Current Chair Michelle Slater will become immediate past-

Chair, and executive committee member Dick Roy will con-

tinue with a two-year term ending in 2014. 

The Section thanks departing Executive Committee members 

Dallas DeLuca and Bobby Mauger for their service.  

(Continued from page 4) 
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Climate 

Updated research, including improved 

climate models, has refined descrip-

tions of climate change. During 1895-

2011, the Northwest warmed 1.3°F 

while precipitation fluctuated with no 

consistent trend. Over the period from 

1970-99 to 2041-70, new models pro-

ject NW warming of 2.0°F to 8.5°F, 

with the lower end possible only if 

greenhouse gas emissions are signifi-

cantly reduced (labeled RCP4.5 scenar-

io; Fig 1). Annual average precipitation 

is projected to change by –5% to +14% 

for 2041-70. For every season, some 

models project decreases and some 

project increases; most models project 

drier summers, with precipitation de-

creasing by as much as 34%.  

Water 

Changes in precipitation and air tem-

perature are already having significant 

impacts on hydrology and water re-

sources in the Northwest. In most wa-

tersheds (except those with little snow), 

as snow accumulation diminishes, 

spring peak flows shift earlier, winter 

flow increases, and late-summer flow 

decreases. Some basins are likely to be 

buffered by groundwater. 

Irrigated agriculture is the largest con-

sumptive water user in the Columbia 

River Basin and poses the greatest ex-

tractive demands on reservoir systems. 

Warmer, drier summers and longer 

growing seasons may increase those 

demands. Water shortages could reduce 

the proportion of irrigable cropland 

and/or reduce the value of agricultural 

production.  

Hydropower production, which pro-

vides two thirds of the region’s elec-

tricity, will also be affected by snow-

melt-driven shifts in streamflow. By 

the 2040s, summer production is pro-

jected to decrease by about 15% and 

winter production to increase by about 

4% compared with the period from 

1917-2006. Further reductions in hy-

dropower may also result from climate 

change adaptation; for example, flood 

control and instream flow augmenta-

tion for fish. 

Changes in flood risk depend on the 

(Continued on page 7) 

Climate Change in the Northwest 
By Philip W. Mote 

Fig. 1 Observed (1950-2011, black) and simulated (1950-2100) regional mean tem-

perature for selected global models for the low-growth RCP4.5 and high-growth 

RCP8.5 scenarios. 

Earlier this year, the National Climate 

Assessment Development Advisory 

Committee (NCADAC) issued a draft 

Climate Assessment Report, available 

at http://ncadac.globalchange.gov/

download/NCAJan11-2013-

publicreviewdraft-chap21-

northwest.pdf.   

This draft report included a chapter 

specific to the Northwest: Climate 

Change in the Northwest: Implica-

tions for our Landscapes, Waters, 

and Communities, Dalton, M.M., 

P.W. Mote, and A.K. Snover, eds., 

Island Press, 270pp., which is availa-

ble from www.occri.net/reports.  

The following is a review of key find-

ings pertinent to the Northwest pre-

pared by Philip Mote, Director of the 

Oregon Climate Change Research 

Institute at Oregon State University 

and a national climate change expert. 

Ongoing research on the regional implications of global climate 

change largely confirms observations, projections and analyses 

made over the last decade while providing more information about 

how climate impacts are likely to vary from place to place within 

the region. 

http://ncadac.globalchange.gov/download/NCAJan11-2013-publicreviewdraft-chap21-northwest.pdf
http://ncadac.globalchange.gov/download/NCAJan11-2013-publicreviewdraft-chap21-northwest.pdf
http://ncadac.globalchange.gov/download/NCAJan11-2013-publicreviewdraft-chap21-northwest.pdf
http://ncadac.globalchange.gov/download/NCAJan11-2013-publicreviewdraft-chap21-northwest.pdf
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type of basin, with mixed rain-snow 

basins in Washington and Oregon al-

ready seeing increases in flood risk. 

Floodplain development has increased 

vulnerability in many areas. 

Continued warming of rivers, lakes, 

and wetlands will affect the health of 

aquatic species. The extent of suitable 

habitat for many species, especially 

salmonids and other species, are al-

ready near their upper thermal toler-

ance. 

Water-dependent recreational activities 

may be affected by dry conditions, re-

duced snowpack, lower summer flows, 

impaired water quality, and reduced 

reservoir storage. Difficulties for native 

fish including Pacific salmon could 

hamper sport fishing, while ski resorts 

near the freezing elevation will encoun-

ter less snow and more rain. 

Coasts 

Climate driven changes will likely be 

profound for Northwest coasts and as-

sociated ecosystems. Sea levels are 

projected to rise 4-56” by 2100 relative 

to 2000, with some local variations. 

Coastal marshes that cannot move 

upslope will shrink, affecting shore-

birds and other species. 

Increased wave heights in recent dec-

ades have been a significant factor in 

the observed increased frequency of 

coastal flooding. About 2800 miles of 

roads in Washington and Oregon are in 

the 100-year floodplain; some high-

ways may face increased inundation 

with 2 feet of sea level rise. 

In Northwest marine waters, elevated 

levels of absorbed CO2 combine with 

seasonal coastal upwelling and nutrient 

runoff to produce some of the world’s 

most acidified conditions, hindering 

some marine organisms’ ability to 

build shells; some sea grasses may ben-

efit. Warm years already bring non-

native southern species. Higher sea 

surface temperature may boost harmful 

algal blooms. Economic effects, both 

positive and negative, will stem from 

changes in productivity and distribution 

of commercially valuable marine spe-

cies, such as shellfish. 

Forests and  

other vegetation 

About half the land area in the North-

west is forested. Climate directly af-

fects tree growth in forests through 

temperature and moisture controls, and 

indirectly through its influence on dis-

turbances – wildfires, insects, and dis 

eases. The spatial distribution of suita-

ble climate for many important North-

west tree species and vegetation types 

may change considerably by the end of 

the 21st century, and some vegetation 

types, such as subalpine forests, will 

become extremely limited. Affected 

habitats will in turn affect the species 

that depend on them, notably wolver-

ines and pika at higher elevations, 

while some species like the northern 

flicker and hairy woodpecker may 

thrive with more frequent fires. 

Large areas have been affected by dis-

turbances in recent years, and climate 

change is probably one major factor. 

One study estimated regional area 

burned will increase by roughly 900 

square miles by the 2040s, or 2.5 times 

as much as the 1980-2006 average. 

Climate is a major driver of insect out-

breaks that affect millions of forest 

acres. Insect life stage development and 

mortality rates are influenced by tem-

perature, and drought can cause host 

trees to be more vulnerable to insects. 

Recent mountain pine beetle and other 

insect outbreaks were facilitated by 

higher temperatures and drought stress, 

and the frequency of such outbreaks is 

projected to increase, particularly in 

high-elevation forests. Increased 

productivity in a milder climate with 

higher CO2 may be offset by insect and 

disease outbreaks (e.g. Swiss needle 

cast affecting the commercially im-

portant Douglas-fir), and wildfires. 

Agriculture 

The Northwest’s diverse crops depend 

on adequate water supplies and specific 

temperature ranges, which are project-

ed to change during the 21st century. 

Warmer winters and longer growing 

seasons could increase growth for some 

crops while adversely affecting other 

crops dependent on chilling periods. 

Warmer, drier summers could result in 

yield reductions due to heat and 

drought stress. 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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More rainfall in the winter could mean 

wetter soils in the spring, which could 

benefit some crops while hampering plant-

ing of others. These climate changes could 

also result in changes in pressures from 

pests, weeds, diseases, and invasive spe-

cies. 

Projected yield losses due to warming and 

drought are expected to be offset to vary-

ing degrees by CO2 fertilization for many 

crops.  In a study with a single climate 

scenario, winter wheat yields were pro-

jected to increase 13% to 25% while 

spring wheat yields were projected to 

change by -7% to +2% by the 2040s 

across several locations in Washington, 

relative to 1975-2005. Yields of irrigated 

apples are projected to increase by 9%. 

Availability of water for irrigation is cru-

cial and will depend on hydrological, 

structural, and policy (seniority of water 

rights) factors. Warming may reduce 

productivity and nutritional value of for-

age on grazing lands. Alfalfa production 

may increase as long as water is available. 

Higher temperatures can affect animal 

health, and can reduce milk production 

and beef cattle growth. 

Human Health 

Effects of climate change on human health 

will depend on specific attributes of cli-

mate change and on exposure to climate-

related risks. While vulnerability remains 

relatively low in the Northwest, adverse 

impacts of climate change outweigh any 

positive ones. Concerns include increased 

morbidity and mortality from heat-related 

illness, air pollution and allergenic dis-

ease, and emergence of infectious diseas-

es. A changing climate is also expected to 

impact mental health. 

Heat-related deaths in the US have in-

creased over the past few decades. In Ore-

gon, analysis of hospitalization and cli-

mate data showed that each 10°F increase 

in daily maximum temperature was asso-

ciated with a nearly 3-fold increase in the 

incidence of heat-related illness. Wild-

fires, especially east of the Cascades, lead 

to days or weeks of poor air quality and 

respiratory disease. In Puget Sound, rising 

water temperatures promote longer harm-

ful algal blooms which can cause paralytic 

shellfish and domoic acid poisoning in 

humans who consume infected shellfish. 

Tribal communities 

Tribes have always been intimately con-

nected to the land and natural resources. In 

ceding their lands and resources to the US, 

tribes were guaranteed the rights to con-

tinue to hunt, fish, and gather in all their 

usual and accustomed places both on and 

off reservation lands. By altering the dis-

tribution and timing of traditional re-

sources, climate change could affect these 

treaty-protected rights. Treaty-protected 

fish and shellfish populations may become 

less accessible to tribes. Changes in salm-

on abundance and tree species distribu-

tion, and risks to infrastructure, can affect 

the cultural, medicinal, economic, and 

community health of tribes. 

Tribes are tied to their homelands by law 

and culture, yet the impacts of climate 

change will not recognize geographic or 

political boundaries. Tribal vulnerability 

and adaptation strategies require explicit 

attention because of the unique social, 

legal, and regulatory context for tribes. 

Tribal climate-change efforts in the region 

are strengthened by strong government-to-

government relationships, informed by 

traditional knowledge, and are resulting in 

strategies to address climate impacts on 

tribal resources and traditional ways of 

life.  

Dr. Philip W. Mote is a co-lead author of 

the Northwest chapter of NCADAC’s draft 

Climate Assessment Report. He is a pro-

fessor in the College of Earth, Oceanic, 

and Atmospheric Sciences at Oregon State 

University; Director of the Oregon Cli-

mate Change Research Institute (OCCRI) 

for the Oregon University System; and 

Director of Oregon Climate Services, the 

official state climate office. He is the co-

leader of both the NOAA-funded Climate 

Impacts Research Consortium for the 

Northwest and the Northwest Climate 

Science Center for the U.S. Department of 

the Interior. Since 2005, Dr. Mote has 

been involved in the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change, which shared 

the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize. Dr. Mote 

earned a B.A. in physics from Harvard 

University and a Ph.D. in atmospheric 

sciences from the University of Washing-

ton. 

This is a summary of Climate Change in 

the Northwest: Implications for our Land-

scapes, Waters, and Communities. Dalton, 

M.M., P.W. Mote, and A.K. Snover, eds., 

Island Press, 270pp. and available from 

www.occri.net/reports. Citations for state-

ments made herein, and complete author 

list, are available in the full report. 

Suggested citation for this document: 

Mote, P.W., J. Bethel, S.M. Capalbo, 

M.M. Dalton, S.E. Eigenbrode, P. Glick, 

L. Houston, J.S. Littell, K. Lynn, R.R. Ray- 

mondi, W.S. Reeder, and A.K. Snover, 

2013: Climate Change in the Northwest, 

Brief Summary. 

(Continued from page 7) 

 

Commodity Value ($b) Impacts 

 milk, dairy, cattle   6.0   heat stress, forage quality/availability 

 vegetables, hay   3.8   CO2 fertilization, irrigation water availability 

 fruits, nuts, berries   2.6   CO2, irrigation water availability, heat, precipitation, chilling, pests 

 grains, oilseed   2.1   CO2, irrigation water availability, heat, precipitation 

Northwest agricultural commodities with 2007 market values and potential impacts of climate change on each sector.  
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Climate Change and Legislation in Oregon:  

Q&A with Representative Bailey 

In the state’s current economic climate everything we do needs to 
somehow benefit the economy or job creation.  

We aren’t at the point where we can frame legislation as purely climate-

focused—there needs to be some additional criteria in order to get suffi-

cient support to pass it through.  

How would you describe the current state of 
climate change legislation in Oregon? 

Yes, I definitely don’t think we’ve seen the end of this issue. There is a lot of oppor-
tunity surrounding clean fuel in Oregon; it will just be a matter of cutting through the 
clutter and demonstrating how low carbon standards are good for the economy. I be-
lieve that we will see renewed efforts in this area in coming legislative sessions.   

Speaking of clean fuel, Senate Bill 488, which would have repealed 

the sunset on provisions related to low carbon fuel standards set to 
expire in 2015, failed to pass in the last session. Do you predict that 
there will be efforts to renew clean fuel legislation in the future?  

It is critical for the legislature to continue addressing climate-related issues, 
and we will likely see a lot of work in that direction in upcoming sessions. For 
example, there is a lot of interest right now in the idea of a carbon tax. We 
actually just passed a bill creating a study around a carbon tax, which received 

very broad support, including from groups you wouldn’t expect. This is an ex-
ample of a bill that received broad support because there is a clear potential 
economic benefit to the state in addition to the environmental benefit.  

What types of legislation related to climate change 
do you foresee coming up in the next session?  

Water is probably our biggest issue in Oregon. Our water supply is almost entirely 
dependent on snowmelt, so with warmer winters and less snow in the mountains, we 
will be losing a large amount of our annual water supply.  

From a legislative perspective, what do you 
consider to be the greatest environmental 
threat that climate change poses to Oregon? 

However, there is a lot of opportunity there, because things like clean fuel and 
renewable energy are good for the economy and are ripe for exploration here in 
Oregon.  

For example, there is great potential for clean-tech job growth in Oregon. We 

will continue to work on these issues, but always with the backdrop of those 
more immediate things that make a day-to-day difference in our communities. 
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Oregon is a state that greatly depends on its natural resources, so as each of those 

resources is impacted by a changing climate, we will have to adapt our infrastructure 
accordingly, and it is the legislature’s job to get in front of that and address it.  

The most important social impact will be the direct financial effect on Oregonians’ 
pocketbooks. For example, going back to the water issue, drier winters will require us 
to invest in new infrastructure to store water, which is going to cost a lot of money.  

Climate change is going to impact how we plan for and build cities. The more money 

we are forced to spend on adapting our basic infrastructure, the less money we have 
to spend on education, public health, and other social programs.  

We have already begun some forms of adaption, particularly in the metro area with 
ecodistricts and infrastructure in the city that is adapted to climate. However, there 
will still be social implications of, for example, are we really going to be able to com-
mute an hour each way to work? Maybe that will be feasible in the future with new 

technologies and vehicles coming online, but certainly there are question marks there.  

I do think the water issue is one that is particularly relevant because we’re not histori-
cally tapping deep underground aquifers or those sorts of things for irrigation or water 
supply because we are dependent on what falls from the sky, what freezes, and what 
melts. That’s a particularly Oregon and Northwest problem. Our hydropower system 

and our water system are all dependent on seasonal flows, so we’re a very seasonally
-oriented state, and when the seasons change, so do we. Oregon’s opportunity legis-
latively is to be part of the west coast leadership in showing that climate policies are 
good for economic development.  

We’ve got an opportunity with an aggressive neighbor to the South in California. 
We’re able to partner with them and not necessarily have to go at everything alone. 
And Washington, with Governor Insley, is ready to take a leadership role as well; and 

you have British Columbia and all that they’ve done. Governor Kitzhaber has really 
focused on a Pacific Coast collaborative that brings British Columbia and the three 
states together to create some unified policies, and Oregon has the opportunity to be 
a real leader in that. 

Are there any particular considerations that Oregon must take into account 

in enacting climate change legislation as compared to other states? 

The effects of this can be far-reaching, particularly in the area of agriculture, which 
forms a significant part of our state’s economy and provides jobs for Oregonians, par-
ticularly in rural areas. Certain agricultural sectors are especially sensitive to climate 
variations; for example, pinot noir grapes that require specific climate conditions to 

thrive. Lower streamflow from decreased snowmelt will also impact fisheries and eco-
system services.  

From a legislative perspective, what do you consider to be the great-
est social threat that climate change poses to Oregon? 

Representative Jules Bailey (District 42) serves as Chair of the House Energy and Environment Committee, Co-Vice Chair of the 

Revenue Committee and the Joint Committee on Tax Credits, and is a member of the Natural Resources subcommittee of Ways and 

Means. More information about Rep. Bailey may be found at http://www.oregonlegislature.gov/Bailey.  

http://www.oregonlegislature.gov/Bailey
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Given the concerns you’ve noted, do you sense that 

climate change is a priority in the Oregon legislature? 

I think every legislator, first and foremost, is concerned with the community that 
elects them. I think each legislator is looking at the everyday needs of the people in 
their community and how to best respond to those.  

It’s not a matter of not prioritizing climate; a lot of people in my caucus feel very 

strongly that it’s important, but for legislators in general it’s really about asking what 
it means to their community and often those are expressed in terms of economic im-
pacts or jobs because that is what’s most tangible.  

There is no substitute for face time with your legislator when it comes to helping pass 
things. While peoples’ schedules are very busy and it can be a chore to make it down 
to Salem, especially with the funny committee schedules, when there are bills that you 
care about, coming down to Salem and talking to folks about it is important.  

What can our section do to help the legislature ad-
dress climate change in Oregon? 

I would also suggest to your membership, because they are respected leaders in the 
community, making time to just call your legislator and invite him out for a cup of 

coffee. We’re all citizen legislators, we’re all pretty easy to get ahold of and talk to 
directly.  

Sometimes things as simple as having someone in your community who is a respected 
professional who understands these kinds of things come and talk to you is a big dif-
ference-maker, so I wouldn’t underestimate the power of personal persuasion that the 
people in the Sustainable Future Section have.    

Oregon State Bar 

Sustainable Future Section 
16037 SW Upper Boones Ferry Road 

Post Office Box 231935 

Tigard, Oregon  97281-1935 

 

Phone: 800-452-8260 

Fax: 503-598-6988 

E-mail: michelleslaterlaw@gmail.com 

 

Check out our Web site!  
http://www.osbsustainablefuture.org  

The Long View 
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 Consider This: 

“We will respond to the threat of climate change, knowing 

that the failure to do so would betray our children and future 

generations. Some may still deny the overwhelming judg-

ment of science, but none can avoid the devastating impact of 

raging fires, and crippling drought, and more powerful 

storms.”   ~ President Obama, 2013 inaugural address 

Oregon State Bar 

Sustainable Future Section 

http://www.osbsustainablefuture.org

