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BIDEN ADMINISTRATION CLIMATE 
CHANGE POLICIES: ONE YEAR LATER

•Presidential Actions, Executive Orders

•Agency Rules, Other Agency Actions

•Congressional Action

•Court Review
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PRESIDENTIAL ACTIONS
Rejoined Paris Climate Agreement

Established 2030 Carbon Emission Goals

• 50% less emissions by 2030 – twice Paris goals

• Affirmed at COP-26 Glasgow meeting last November 

Established US Clean Energy Standards

• 100% carbon-free electricity by 2035

• US carbon neutral - all energy sectors by 2050
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MAJOR AGENCY ACTIONS

EPA -- Vehicle Emission/Fuel Efficiency Standards

EPA Clean Power Plan – Utility GHG Emissions

DOE – energy standards, appliances and equipment
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MORE AGENCY ACTIONS
Interior Rulemakings
• Offshore oil and gas leases

• Offshore wind leases and auctions

SEC -- Proposed Climate Change Disclosure Rule

GSA – all agencies use electric vehicles, equipment

Other agencies also issuing Climate Change rules
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LEGISLATION ENACTED 
$1.2 Trillion Infrastructure Act, Climate Measures
• $110  billion – repair roads, bridges; reduce congestion
• $65 billion – electric grid upgrades
• $25 billion – airport infrastructure
• $17 billion – port infrastructure
• $12 billion – carbon capture and storage
• $9.5 billion – hydrogen hubs, electrolysis
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MORE ON INFRASTRUCTURE LAW 

• $8 billion -- electric buses and charging stations
• $7.5 billion – nationwide electric charging network
• $6 billion – energy storage
• $6 billion – nuclear credit program
• $5 billion – electric school buses
• $4.5 billion – energy efficiency, weatherization
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FY 2022 AGENCY BUDGETS PASSED

$14 billion increase requested on Climate Change 

•USDOE: energy efficiency, renewable energy, batteries

•USDOT: mass transit, passenger rail, electric buses

• EPA: 21% increase; restore 1,000 staff positions

Result: some increase, not as much as requested

Over 10% increase requested; 6.7% increase received
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PENDING LITIGATION

Social cost of carbon; Interior pause on new leases

Keystone Pipeline decision

New Clean Power Plan: West Virginia v. EPA
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CONCLUSION:  MORE LEGISLATION

Production Tax Credit

Investment Tax Credit/ Solar Tax 
credit for homes and businesses

Electric Vehicle Tax Credit
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SOURCES FOR MORE INFORMATION
Executive Order on Protecting Public Health and the 
Environment and Restoring Science to Tackle The 
Climate Crisis, The White House, January 20, 2021
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-
actions/2021/01/20/executive-order-protecting-public-health-and-
environment-and-restoring-science-to-tackle-climate-crisis/

Executive Order on Tackling The Climate Crisis at 
Home and Abroad, the White House, January 27, 2021 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-
actions/2021/01/27/executive-order-on-tackling-the-climate-crisis-
at-home-and-abroad/
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SOURCES FOR MORE INFORMATION
Fact Sheet: Biden-Harris Administration Delivering 
Results 100 Days into Infrastructure Implementation,
the White House, February 23, 2022
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-
releases/2022/02/23/fact-sheet-biden-%e2%81%a0harris-
administration-delivering-results-100-days-into-infrastructure-
implementation

A Guidebook to the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law for 
State, Local, Tribal, and Territorial Governments, and 
Other Partners, the White House, January, 2022
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2022/01/BUILDING-A-BETTER-
AMERICA_FINAL.pdf#page=154
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SOURCES FOR MORE INFORMATION
Fact Sheet: The Bipartisan Infrastructure Deal Boosts 
Clean Energy Jobs, Strengthens Resilience, and Advances 
Environmental Justice, the White House, November 8, 
2021https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-
releases/2021/11/08/fact-sheet-the-bipartisan-infrastructure-deal-boosts-
clean-energy-jobs-strengthens-resilience-and-advances-environmental-
justice/

New York Bight Launches Offshore Wind Race in U.S.
Renewable Energy World, March, 18, 2022 
https://www.renewableenergyworld.com/wind-power/new-york-bight-
launches-offshore-wind-race-in-u-s/

BOEM Opens Carolina Waters to 1.3 GW of Potential 
OffshoreWind Development, Windpower Engineering & 
Development, March 25, 2022
https://www.windpowerengineering.com/boem-opens-carolina-waters-
to-1-3-gw-of-potential-offshore-wind-development/
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SOURCES FOR MORE INFORMATION
In Climate-change Case, Justices Grapple 
With Epa’s Role, Congressional Intent, and 
Their Own Jurisdiction, Amy Howe, 
SCOTUSblog,  February 28, 2022 
https://www.scotusblog.com/2022/02/in-climate-
change-case-justices-grapple-with-epas-role-
congressional-intent-and-their-own-jurisdiction/ 

Appellate Court Rules Biden Can Consider 
Climate Damage in Policymaking, by Anna 
Phillips, Washington Post, March 16, 2022 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-
environment/2022/03/16/social-cost-of-carbon-
ruling/
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