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Why Climate Action…

• Oregon is already experiencing climate impacts
• Wildfires, drought, economic impacts, and others…

• Disproportionate impacts on BIPOC communities and low income communities

• Science demands action
• IPCC report says that we need to halve our emissions by 2030 to avoid worst 

impacts
• Oregonians will benefit

• Build back better, economic investment and innovation, improved health and 
associated cost savings

• Oregonians want action
• Oregon can lead the way



Status of Oregon’s GHG Emissions/Goals

Source: Oregon Global Warming Commission 2020 Biennial Report



Executive Order 20-04 (OCAP)

• Updates and enforces our state’s GHG goals 
• Requires state agencies to prioritize climate action in their policy and 

programming
• Provides specific directives to agencies covering a variety of policy areas 

and actions
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-A CLIMATE & EQUITY LENS ON POLICY-

◉ OCAP asks 16 different state agencies, boards, and commissions to use their 
existing authority to help meet the state’s emissions reductions goals

◉ Agencies must:
○ Prioritize actions that have GHG reduction benefits
○ Integrate climate change considerations into agency planning, budgets, 

investments, and policy making decisions, and in doing so:
■ Prioritize actions that cost-effectively reduce GHG emissions
■ Prioritize actions that help vulnerable and impacted communities
■ Consult with the Environmental Justice Task Force

◉ Agencies, boards, commissions will participate in an interagency workgroup 
on climate impacts to impacted communities to develop strategies to guide 
state actions.



CLEAN ENERGY

CLEAN BUILDINGS

-SPECIFIC OCAP POLICY AREAS-

NATURAL AND WORKING LANDS

CAP AND REDUCE

TRANSPORTATION

ADDITIONAL TOPICS
○ WILDFIRE PROTECTION
○ FOOD WASTE + LANDFILL REGULATION
○ PROCUREMENT PRACTICES

HEALTHY COMMUNITIES
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◉ CLEAN BUILDINGS
○ New buildings by 2030 must maximize energy efficiency to be zero-ready/net 

zero (produce as much energy as used)
○ More energy-efficient appliances

◉ CLEAN ECONOMY
○ Large polluters will be required to lower climate pollution:

○ Large stationary sources
○ Fuel suppliers

○ Transportation fuels including gasoline and diesel fuel
○ All other liquid and gaseous fuels, including natural gas

-KEY HIGHLIGHTS-

◉ CLEAN TRANSPORTATION
○ Reduces transportation pollution by strengthening the Clean Fuels target 

from 10% by 2025, to 25% by 2035.
○ Boosts electrification and climate-smart transportation 
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-STATUS UPDATE / NEXT STEPS-

◉ Multiple reports from agencies delivered to Governor’s office 
○ Initial reports were required: BCD, DEQ, DLCD, ODA, ODOE, ODFW, ODF, ODOT, OHA, 

OWEB, OWRD, PUC
○ Included next steps and timelines, including stakeholder engagement processes

○ Progress reports submitted last month on the one-year anniversary

◉ Actions are moving forward
○ New agency offices

○ ODOT Climate Office, DEQ Office of GHG Programs

○ Some rulemakings completed
○ E.g. ODOE Appliance Efficiency Standards, DEQ Clean Fuels Program Electricity rulemaking

○ More rulemakings and initiatives underway/expected
○ DEQ Climate Protection Program, DEQ Landfill Regulation, DLCD Climate-Friendly and 

Equitable Communities Rulemaking, Clean Fuels Expansion, PUC Future of Natural Gas 
Docket, DEQ Medium and Heavy Duty Vehicle Rulemaking, and many more…

◉ Ongoing Governor and legislative oversight/budgeting



OCAP Coalition Progress Report
One year later, the Oregon Climate Action Plan coalition, a 
diverse group of stakeholders representing Oregon’s 
environmental justice, youth, labor, business, advocacy, 
and culturally-specific communities, presents this progress 
report for Governor Brown, and the agencies, boards and 
commissions charged with turning OCAP into reality: 
https://www.reneworegon.org/climate_report_card_2021



Industry EO Lawsuit Tossed
Industry representatives filed a lawsuit last year to block progress 
- arguing that the Governor exceeded her authority. 
• Largely a Separation of Powers argument (Article III, Section 1)
• Sought Declaratory Judgment

Court ruled they did not have standing:  
“If this court were to issue the declaratory judgments requested by 
plaintiffs, the executive agencies under the Governors authority could 
still proceed with promulgating rules regarding GHG emissions and 
Clean Fuel Standard.  Such a judgment would not rectify or redress 
any potential injury to plaintiff.”

Industry filed a motion for an amended complaint naming each of 
the agencies and also asking for injunctive relief.  Did not cure 
standing issue, lacked colorable merit, and the case was ultimately 
dismissed earlier this month. 

“The court further finds that plaintiffs’ proposed amendments fail to state a valid claim against the DEQ and EQC. Simply 
asking for injunctive relief and characterizing it as supplemental relief in connection to the declaratory judgment is not proper. 
If the court were to make this determination, it would effectively stop these agencies from using their statutory authority to 
promulgate rules. Stopping these agencies from performing their statutorily granted powers to create policy and procedure 
squarely falls within the authority of the Administrative Procedures Act (APA), not part of the ODJA filing before the court.”



Further and Faster…Legislative Action?
• Multiple climate policies being considered in the 2021 Legislature along with 

key funding decisions

• 100% Clean Energy For All (HB 2021)
• Cleaner, healthier, more efficient buildings

• Energy efficiency local buildings codes (HB 2398)
• Appliance efficiency (HB 2062)
• Extend ETO (HB 3141)

• Accelerate transportation electrification
• EV incentives (HB 2165)
• EV-ready building codes (HB 2180)

• Facilitate a Just Transition to a clean energy economy
• Energy Affordability (HB 2475) 
• Healthy Homes (HB 2842)
• Buy Clean, Buy Fair (HB 2688)
• Equity and Climate in Land Use (HB 2488)

• OCAP-related budget requests



Thank You!

Zachariah.Baker@climatesolutions.org
https://www.climatesolutions.org/

https://www.reneworegon.org


